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Dr. Manish Parashar

Office Director, Office of Advanced Cyberinfrastructure (OAC), NSF

Manish Parashar recently joined The University of Utah as Director and Chair in Computational Science and
Engineering at the Scientific Computing and Imaging (SCI) Institute and Professor at the School of Computing.
He is also Visiting Professor in the Faculty of Business, Computing & Law at University of Derby, UK.

Manish is currently serving on an IPA to the US National Science Foundation (NSF) since February 2018, where
he is the Office Director of the Office of Advanced Cyberinfrastructure (OAC). At NSF he oversees investments
in the exploration development, acquisition and provisioning of state-of-the-art national cyberinfrastructure
resources, tools, services and expertise essential to the advancement and transformation of all of science and
engineering. He is also leading the development of NSF’s strategic vision for a National Cyberinfrastructure
Ecosystem for 21st Century Science and Engineering that responds to rapidly changing application and
technology landscapes, as well as blueprints for NSF’s key cyberinfrastructure investments over the next
decade. He is also part of the leadership of the COVID 19 High-Performance Computing Consortium, a unique
public-private partnership that brings together government, industry, and academic leaders to provide
computing resources in support of COVID-19 research.

Manish served as Assistant Director for Strategic Computing at the Whitehouse Office of Science and
Technology Policy (OSTP) until December 2020, where he led strategic planning for the Nation's Future
Advanced Computing Ecosystem, and the development of the report "Pioneering the Future Advanced
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Computing Ecosystem: A Strategic Plan.” At OSTP he also led the formulation of the National Strategic
Computing Reserve (NSCR) concept and its development and the resulting request for information. He also
served as the NSF representative for the US National Strategic Computing activities led by the Whitehouse
Office of Science and Technology Policy (OSTP), and served as co-chair of the Fast Track Action Committee
(FTAC) that developed the report titled National Strategic Computing Update: Pioneering the Future of
Computing.

Manish received a BE degree in Electronics and Telecommunications from Bombay University, India, and MS
and Ph.D. degrees in Computer Engineering from Syracuse University.

Dr. Margaret Martonosi

Assistant Director, Computer and Information Science and Engineering Directorate (CISE), NSF

Margaret Martonosi is the US National Science Foundation’s (NSF) Assistant Director for Computer and
information Science and Engineering (CISE). With an annual budget of more than $1B, the CISE directorate at
NSF has the mission to uphold the Nation’s leadership in scientific discovery and engineering innovation
through its support of fundamental research and education in computer and information science and
engineering as well as transformative advances in research cyberinfrastructure.

While at NSF, Dr. Martonosi is on leave from Princeton University where she is the Hugh Trumbull Adams '35
Professor of Computer Science. Dr. Martonosi's research interests are in computer architecture and
hardware-software interface issues in both classical and quantum computing systems. Dr. Martonosi is a
member of the National Academy of Engineering and the American Academy of Arts and Sciences. She is a
Fellow of the Association for Computing Machinery (ACM) and the Institute of Electrical and Electronics
Engineers (IEEE).

Her papers have received numerous long  term impact awards including: 2015 ISCA Long  Term Influential
Paper Award, 2017 ACM SIGMOBILE Test of Time Award, 2017 ACM SenSys Test of Time Paper award, and the
2018 (Inaugural) HPCA Test of Time Paper award. Other notable awards include the 2018 IEEE Computer
Society Technical Achievement Award, 2010 Princeton University Graduate Mentoring Award, the 2013
NCWIT Undergraduate Research Mentoring Award, the 2013 Anita Borg Institute Technical Leadership Award,
and the 2015 Marie Pistilli Women in EDA Achievement Award. In addition to many archival publications,
Martonosi is an inventor on seven granted US patents, and has co  authored two technical reference books on
power aware computer architecture. Martonosi completed her Ph.D. at Stanford University.

Dr. Benjamin L. Brown

Director, Facilities Division,  Office of Advanced Scientific Computing Research,  U.S. Department of Energy

Dr. Ben Brown is the Director of the Facilities Division in the U.S. Department of Energy’s Office of Advanced
Scientific Computing Research.  Ben is also the program manager for the Department’s Project Leadership
Institute, a leadership development program in project management. 

Ben has over 15 years of experience in the federal government, including a year on Capitol Hill as a AAAS
Congressional Fellow.  His career experience spans scientific research; stewardship of major research facilities
and project management; and federal budgeting, policymaking, and strategic planning.  Ben currently serves
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on the National Science Foundation’s Business and Operations Advisory Committee.  Ben is a physicist with
over a decade of experience conducting research in U.S. government laboratories and academic institutions in
both the U.S. and U.K.; his research focused on optical control of quantum systems and quantum information
science.  He received his Ph.D. in optics from the University of Rochester and his bachelor’s degree in physics
from Harvard University.

Dr. Kenneth Gersing

Director of Informatics for the Division of Clinical Innovation at National Center for Advancing Translational
Sciences (NCATS), National Institutes of Health and is the clinical lead of the N3C initiative.

Dr. Kenneth Gersing serves as the Director of Informatics for the Division of Clinical Innovation at National
Center for Advancing Translational Sciences (NCATS), National Institutes of Health and is the clinical lead of
the N3C initiative. His focus is on the advancement of integrated health and research data and the use of
informatics technology to translate discovery data into improved patient outcomes. Before joining NCATS, he
served as the director of clinical information services in the Department of Psychiatry and Behavioral Health at
Duke University Medical Center. At Duke, Dr. Gersing’s work focused on the use of evidence-based electronic
information systems to improve quality and efficacy of mental health care. In 1999, Gersing created MindLinc,
an electronic medical record and practice management system, and served as the chief information officer for
the system until December 2015.

Dr. Gersing earned his medical degree in 1993 at the University of Washington in Seattle and completed his
psychiatric residency at Duke in 1997.

Dr. Robert J. Hanisch

Director of the Office of Data and Informatics (ODI) within the Material Measurement Laboratory, National
Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST)

Dr. Robert J. Hanisch joined NIST in July 2014 as the director of the Office of Data and Informatics (ODI) within
the Material Measurement Laboratory.  He is focused on providing data management and dissemination
services for NIST research data products, including the Standard Reference Data collection and the Materials
Genome Initiative.  He is active in national and international data sharing and interoperability initiatives such
as the National Data Service Consortium and the Research Data Alliance.  Dr. Hanisch was previously a Senior
Scientist at the Space Telescope Science Institute (STScI), Baltimore, Maryland, and the director of the U.S.
Virtual Astronomical Observatory, a program funded by the National Science Foundation and the National
Aeronautics and Space Administration.  Over the past twenty years Dr. Hanisch has led many efforts in the
astronomy community in the area of information systems and services, focusing particularly on efforts to
improve the accessibility and interoperability of data archives and catalogs. He was the first chair of the
International Virtual Observatory Alliance Executive Committee (2002-2003).  From 2000 to 2002 he served as
Chief Information Officer at STScI, overseeing all computing, networking, and information services for the
Institute. Prior to that he had oversight responsibility for the Hubble Space Telescope Data Archive and led the
effort to establish the Multimission Archive at Space Telescope—MAST—as the optical/UV archive center for

3



CASC Fall 2021 Membership Meeting

NASA astrophysics missions. He completed his Ph.D. in Astronomy in 1981 at the University of Maryland,
College Park.

Dr. Alda Yuan,

Fellow in the Office of Data and Informatics (ODI) within the Material Measurement Laboratory, National
Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST)

Alda Yuan is a Presidential Management Fellow on detail to NIST to work on the Research Data Framework in
the Office of Data and Informatics. Her home agency is the Office of the National Coordinator for Heath
Information Technology (ONC) where she has worked in the Chief Scientists’ Division as well as the Office of
Policy on patient centered outcomes research, bias in artificial intelligence, and health data standards. Prior to
that, she worked as a Staff Attorney at the Environmental Law & Policy Center based in Chicago, IL. She
focused on environmental justice, addressing nutrient pollution, and water quality issues, including Clean
Water Act litigation. She has done a wide variety of research on areas where law and advances in science
intersect, having published papers that address health data privacy, human subjects research, and space law.
She helped to found and has served on multiple equity and inclusion councils throughout her professional and
educational career. She is a graduate of Hunter College and Yale Law School, for which she served as the
elected representative to the Alumni Executive Committee.

Amanda Wintersteen,

Director of Federal Relations, The Pennsylvania State University, Office of Government and Community
Relations

Amanda Wintersteen returned to her alma mater in January 2012 bringing federal advocacy experience and
an in-depth understanding of higher education issues. At Penn State, Amanda handles federal relations efforts
from campus and enjoys traveling to Washington, DC, to share with Members of Congress and Congressional
staff the University’s policy and funding priorities related to Penn State’s robust research portfolio and student
aid programs that create access for students of Pennsylvania.

Amanda has served in leadership roles within the higher education community in Washington, including chair
of the Council on Federal Relations Steering Committee and chair of the Higher Education Task Force, both at
the Association of American Universities. Additionally, she has served in liaison roles for the Council on
Governmental Affairs at the Association of Public and Land-Grant Universities and for the Big Ten Federal
Relations group. Amanda oversees the undergraduate internship in the Office of Government and Community
Relations.

Prior to joining Penn State’s Government and Community Relations, Amanda served as Assistant Director for
Government Relations at the National Association for College Admission Counseling. In this role, Amanda
monitored and analyzed federal legislation and regulations affecting high school counselors and college
admission officers. She also represented the Association’s college access and student protection policy
priorities to Congressional offices, Federal agencies, the White House Domestic Policy Council, and coalition
partners.
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Amanda earned a bachelor’s degree in public relations and a master’s degree in higher education, both from
Penn State. She is a native of rural Glen Campbell, PA, and resides in Bellefonte with her husband Kyle, also a
Penn State public relations alum, and their two sons.

5


